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Lesson Scope
In this unit we will analyze the background to the Yom Kippur War. 

The background is divided into two - war background (1a) 

and background from the perspective of the leaders' positions (1b)

part 1A - war background

The content of the workshop
In this lesson we will examine the military background to the Yom Kippur War:

a. The Six Day War and the feeling of Victory

b. The War of Attrition - Drawing the wrong conclusions about the enemy 

 Lesson Objective
 The objectives of the workshop

A.

C.

B.

D.

Students will analyze the results 
of the Six Day War and how this 

affected the mindsets and strategic 
goals and decisions of the key 

decision makers.

The students will get to know Israel's 
position after the war of attrition, the 

students will get to know Nasser's 
position towards the war.

Students will analyze the lessons 
learned and not learned from the 

War of Attrition.

The students will know how to 
analyze the background and the 

results of the wars and draw 
conclusions for life from it.

YOM KIPPUR WAR | Unit 1 - The Background to the War
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 Lesson Plan 
• Slides 2-3  General explanation of the wars.

• Slide 4 An animated slide: students will take note of the number of  

  casualties in each war, especially the large number of killed in  

  the Yom Kippur War

• Slide 5 Introduction to the workshop: What were the feelings after  

  the Six Day War (June 1967) that impacted the Yom Kippur  

  War?

• Slide 6 video - the bombing of the Egyptian air force bases by the IAF  

  in the first three hours of the war

• Slide 7 This slide is titled “the workshop” to remind teachers that this  

  is the part of the workshop with pictures:

* Spread out on the floor of the classroom or on the wall the 

pictures from the war as a basis for the discussion in slide 11.

* If there is not enough time these pictures are in slides 8-10 

and can be shown as part of the presentation.

• Slide 11 Picture based discussion questions

• Slide 12 This slide presents the assumptions held by the IDF in the  

  aftermath of the Six Day War

• Slide 13 This slide describes the War of Attrition in detail

• Slide 14 This slide presents the assumptions held by the IDF in the  

  aftermath of the War of Attrition

• Slide 15 Conclusions

At the conclusion of the lesson students will see that Israel was not properly 

prepared for war and therefore suffered many casualties.

Students will demonstrate understanding that in life, especially on the 

national level, mistakes must be analyzed and learned from after victories 

also (i.e. the Six Day War), and not just after defeats.

YOM KIPPUR WAR | Unit 1 - The Background to the War



4

Part 1B - Leaders and their Mindsets

The content of the workshop
In this lesson we will focus on the relevant leaders  

and their mindsets as background to the war.

The leaders in the workshop are:  

Golda Meir, Anwar Sadat, Moshe Dayan, David Elazar, Eli Zeira

 

 Lesson Objective
 The objectives of the workshop

A. B.
The students will get to know the main 
decision makers during the war, get to 

know their opinion and mentality and from 
this they will understand their decisions 

during and before the war.

Students will learn the 
general outlines of the war: 
surprise, defeat, recovery, 
victory, cease fire and the 

timeline of the war.

YOM KIPPUR WAR | Unit 1 - The Background to the War

 Lesson Plan 
• Slides 2-3 This part of the lesson can be done as a role playing exercise.  

  Divide the students into groups of 3-5 people and have each  

  group present a different leader and their mindset and position.

• Slides 4-8 Respectively present the Israeli, Egyptian, and Syrian leaders  

  and their views regarding a future war.

After this part, the students will watch a short video which summarize the 

leaders' opinions and point of view.

• Slide 10 This slide presents a timeline and overview of the war’s  

  trajectory. We will give a copy of the slide to the students.
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• Slide 11 This slide is a short video presentation about the war. The  

  video can be stopped when necessary to elaborate and  

  explain certain key points. In this video we will see the major  

  phases of the war:

* The surprise attack

* The initial setbacks

* The recovery

* The victory

* The cease fire

• Slide 12 The lesson summary and conclusions with reference to the  

  political cartoon

 Practical Takeaways 
1. Students will demonstrate understanding of  the need to learn analyze 

both victories and defeats and learn lessons from both

2. Students will demonstrate understanding of the influence and danger of 

mindsets and cognitive biases (e.g. prisoners of the “Concept”)

3. Students will demonstrate understanding of the importance of grasping 

the perspectives of other people and beware of the dangers of mirror 

imaging

4. Students will demonstrate understanding the importance of establishing 

realistic strategic goals

 Enrichment Videos 
• Students will watch the part of Eli Zeira’s 2013 lecture where he identifies 

several his own mistakes. The two main ones are: a) his failure to 

understand the Egyptian mindset; and b) his failure to challenge his own 

assumptions (6 minutes), or:

• Students can watch the video that reviews the entire war (18 minutes)
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The Yom
 K

ippur W
ar - Tishrei 10 - 5734; O

ctober 6, 1973

The Yom
 K

ippur W
ar broke out 

fifty years ago on Yom
 K

ippur 
5734, O

ctober 6, 1973. In a joint 
effort led by Egypt and Syria a 
coalition of A

rab arm
ies, 

including Jordan and Iraq,  
attacked Israel. The w

ar took 
place prim

arily in the Sinai and 
the G

olan H
eights and lasted 

until O
ctober 24, 1973 w

hen the 
cease fire took effect.

G
olan H

eights

Sinai

The Yom
 K

ippur W
ar - Tishrei 10 - 5734; O

ctober 6, 1973
M

atch the num
ber of Israeli soldiers killed w

it the w
ar

780

968

2,569

The w
ar of A

ttrition

The Yom
 K

ippur W
ar

The Six D
ay w

ar

24

notes:

סדנא
-1

YOM KIPPUR WAR:
BACKGROUND AND BREAKOUT

The Yom
 K

ippur W
ar - Tishrei 10 - 5734; 

O
ctober 6, 1973

- W
ar B

ackground
B

ackground: T
he Tw

o Prior W
ars

a)
T

he Six D
ay W

ar: June 5-10, 1967. 
This w

ar w
as betw

een Israel and Egypt, Syria and Jordan w
ith 

som
e assistance form

 Iraq, Lebanon, and Saudi A
rabia. The w

ar 
concluded w

ith a very clear Israeli victory in w
hich Israel captured 

vast areas of the Sinai, the G
aza Strip, The G

olan H
eights, the 

Yehudah and Shom
ron, and East Jerusalem

. Israel tripled its pre-
w

ar size.
b)

T
he W

ar of A
ttrition: Egypt and Israel - June 11, 1967 - A

ugust 7, 
1970. 
Egypt w

anted to pressure Israel to abandon the areas she captures 
during the Six D

ay W
ar, or at least to force Israel to retreat from

 the 
Suez C

anal to allow
 for ships to pass through. C

oncurrent w
ith this 

w
ar there w

as also a w
ar of attrition in the Jordan Valley.

13

part 1A - presentation
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W
ar background – T

he Six D
ays W

ar
Pictures of the shoes Egyptian soldiers abandoned w

hile fleeing

T
he Yom

 K
ippur W

ar - Tishrei 10 - 5734; O
ctober 6, 1973

D
escribe w

hat you see in the pictures

In your opinion w
hat do you think w

ere 
the 

Israeli 
attitudes 

about 
the 

A
rab 

soldiers after the w
ar?

W
hat did the leaders think?

D
iscussion:

The Yom
 K

ippur W
ar - Tishrei 10 - 5734; O

ctober 6, 1973

911

notes:

Pictures of Egyptian soldiers surrendering

A
ssum

ptions after the Six D
ay W

ar
T

he ID
F has a 

substantial 
advantage over the 

A
rab arm

ies

It w
ill take m

any 
years for the A

rab 
arm

ies to rebuild 
their arm

ies to the 
point of constituting 
a serious threat to 

Israel

1012
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Y
O

M
 K

U
PU

R
 W

A
R

-
' י

תשרי תשל
10.6.1973ד"

In this lesson w
e w

ill deal 
w

ith the background of 
the Yom

 K
ippur W

ar-
From

 the – 
leaders' point of view

H
ere are the view

s of the leaders 
and their opinions regarding the 
possibility of another w

ar at that 
point in tim

e:

A
fter the Six D

ay W
ar and the W

ar 
of A

ttrition,

B
efore the Yom

 K
ippur W

ar

A
N

W
A

R SA
D

AT

A
fter the Six D

ays W
ar

H
e w

anted to regain the Sinai 
peninsula through negotiations w

ith 
Israel. How

ever, due to the hum
iliation 

of A
rab honor in the Six D

ay W
ar, he 

believed that Egypt first needed a 
victory against Israel to re-establish 

A
rab honor and only after that  allow

 
Egypt to negotiate from

 a position of 
honor and strength..

The Egyptian president in the years 
1970-1981.

Initiated the Yom
 K

ippur W
ar along w

ith 
Syria in 1973

 .

24

notes:

סדנא
-1

YOM KIPPUR WAR:
BACKGROUND AND BREAKOUT

R
ole playing

13

part 1B - presentation
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V
ideo: Sum

m
ary of the leaders' positions

911

notes:

Date
Events

' י
תשרי תשל

10.6.1967ד"
First day of w

ar

The w
ar starts surprisingly

The Egyptians advance to the east side of the Suez channel. The Isreali’s outposts in the south front are 
conquered.

Syria invades the G
olan heights:

The H
erm

on outpost is conquered, and the Syrians advance tow
ard the sea of G

alilee

Second day of w
ar

M
inister of D

efense D
ayan: “destruction of state of Israel“ R

eserve forces join the fight.

Third day of w
ar

H
ard braking battles along the borders. The base of the 'N

afeh' division in the G
olan H

eights alm
ost 

falls. Counterattack fails in Sinai.

Seventh day of w
ar

Lack of supplies and am
m

unition. Israel's request for a ceasefire w
as answ

ered negatively

N
inth day of w

ar
U

S sends supplies -'air train'  Egypt's failed attack - out of range of its SAM
 m

issile defenses

Tenth day of w
ar

The B
attle of C

hinese Farm
 began: one of the hardest and bloodiest battles of the w

ar, a battle of 
arm

ored and infantry forces near the Suez C
anal

Eleventh day of w
ar

Israel crosses the Suez C
anal after heavy fighting

Tw
elfe day of w

ar
The battle m

oves to enem
y territory

Last day of w
ar

Israel is getting closer to C
airo and D

am
ascus. The Soviet U

nion and the U
nited States force a 

ceasefire

C
onclusions

A
.

Lessons should be learned even after successes and 
not only after failures.

B
.

O
ur thinking patterns have a great influence on our 

decision m
aking.

C
.

O
ther people's opinions and our conversations w

ith 
them

 have an im
pact on our decisions, this should 

be taken into account before m
aking a decision

D
.

 It is im
portant to understand the goals and w

ay of 
thinking of the other party in order to respond 
accordingly.

E.
It is very im

portant to set realistic strategic goals

Egypt
Syria

establishm
ent

The political 
security 
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