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Lesson Scope
This lesson will focus on the role of individual soldiers and how their courage and 

fortitude under fire and other challenging conditions cumulatively helped turn the tide 

of the war. Students will develop an appreciation of how the outcome of wars often 

comes down to the aggregate of many individual and small acts of courage.

part 5 - Individual Heroes 

The content of the workshop
This lesson will focus on the bravery & daring of certain soldiers, who operated under 

fire and other challenging conditions. By their actions they helped turn the direction of 

the war.

The students will absorb how the outcome of war is frequently determined by many 

small individual acts of bravery.

We will learn about bravery & daring by meeting Shmuel Askarov & Hillel Unsdorfer.

 

 Lesson Objective
 The objectives of the workshop

A.

C.

B.

D.

Students will learn about the 
organizational structure in IDF  

of different combat units: Division; 
Brigade; Battalions; Company;  

and Platoon.

Students will learn about the concept 
of bravery from 2 perspectives: 

personal daring (Shmuel Askarov) 
moral daring (Hillel Unsdorfer 
 & the decision to surrender)

Students will learn about  
the concept of bravery  

and what it means

The students will absorb  
how the outcome of war  

is frequently determined by many 
small individual acts of bravery

YOM KIPPUR WAR | Unit 5 – Individual Heroes
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 Lesson Plan 
First Section: Introduction – bravery
• Slides 2–4 the teacher will explain the army structure, beginning with  

   division 

• Slide 5 the teacher will open discussion re bravery, will ask the  

  students & write on the board: possible questions: what is  

  bravery? Who is a hero? Names of heroes?

• Slide 6  Discussion Conclusion: dictionary definition of bravery &  

  words of Avigdor Kahalani

• Slide 7  in the film – commanders describe what is bravery

• Slide 8  from prayer – the blessing “encircles Israel with bravery”

Second Section – bravery of individuals
There are 2 stories of bravery in this section (The teacher can choose either 

one or both – based on the amount of time available for the class):

1. (slides 9-16) Bravery of Shmulik Askarov
2. (slides 17-23) Bravery of Hillel Unsdorfer

• First section:  Bravery of Shmuel Askarov (slides 9-16)

 Students will learn about the battles that Askarov participated in , how 

Askarov, who was hospitalized, sneaked out of the hospital in order to 

return to battle.

• At the end he fought under Brigadier General Yossi ben Hannan, who 

himself returned from his honeymoon abroad.

• During the fighting against Syria, Askarov was wounded again & was not 

expected to survive. But he did survive. This part of the lesson teaches 

about personal bravery.

• Slide 9  introduction: students will look at the map of the Golan where  

  Askarov fought & the situation of the forces on the first day of  

  the war.

• Slide 10-16  the story of Askarov’s bravery

YOM KIPPUR WAR | Unit 5 – Individual Heroes
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• Second section: Bravery of Hillel Unsdorfer (slides 17-23)

 This section will open with the presentation of the soldiers’ dilemma – 

whether to surrender or not

• During the surrender one of the soldiers, in a heroic act, carried the Sefer 

Torah from the Beit Knesset of the base into captivity. In this way the 

students will learn about the significance of symbolism in war.

• This section teaches about moral bravery.

• Slide 17  shows the position of the outpost

• Slide 18  are the sounds of war (from an outpost of the Egyptian  

  border), listen to a few minutes from the film in order to  

  enliven the situation in combat. The film ends with the words  

  “to surrender or not to surrender”

• Slide 19  will open class discussion  - to surrender or not

• Slide 20  supports the discussion of why to surrender.

• Following several days of hard combat during which there were heavy 

losses the decision was made to surrender. This decision was made when 

it became obvious that rescue forces would not arrive.

• slide 21 bravery of Rav Hillel Unsdorfer – surrender holding the Sefer  

  Torah

• Slides 22-23 additional photos of Rav Hillel Unsdorfer

• Slide 24  students will focus also on the general importance of symbols  

  & their significance in war as related to the words of Benyamin  

  Zeev Herzl.

• Soldiers fought for their flags, or in the incidence of Hillel Unsdorfer, for 

the Sefer Torah (and everything it symbolizes). 

• During the surrender in an act of bravery one of the soldiers , Hillel 

Unsdorfer, who eventually became a Rav, carried the Sefer Torah from the 

Beit Knesset of the base into captivity.

• Depending on time & the level of the classes. It’s possible to enlarge 
upon the role of battalion flags during the American Civil War or the 
significance of Verdun to the French during WWI)

• Slide 25  We will end the lesson with conclusions

• Slide 26  & with the Prayer for the Welfare of IDF Soldiers & the security  

  forces

YOM KIPPUR WAR | Unit 5 – Individual Heroes
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Valor dictionary definition
1.

 .Pow
er, strength, force, intensity.

"A
nd let not the hero glory in his prow

ess“
2.

B
ig plots, bold action.

"A
nd he gave up all the w

ords of A
sa and all his prow

ess 
and all that he had done"

"H
eroes are those w

ho faced the fire and returned fire. They 
are the w

arriors running in the trenches or standing in the 
first tank. H

eroes are those w
ho w

ere touched by the fire 
and did not let it w

in...

The nam
es of m

any com
m

anders and soldiers in history are 
engraved in the rocks of eternity as an exam

ple and a m
odel for 

carrying out the m
ission. Som

e of them
 took their heroism

 to 
their 

death 
and 

for 
som

e 
the 

silence 
after 

the 
fact 

em
phasized 

it.
"There is no w

arrior in the fire w
ho does not fear it. B

ut there 
are w

arriors w
ho w

ill not let the fire paralyze them
. Thanks to 

the sense of responsibility and m
ission, they w

ill overcom
e fear 

and strive to carry out the m
ission through fire and w

ater"
)Avigdor K

ahalani - Leadership in the circles of life(

Ozer Israel bigvura

Every m
orning w

e pray the daw
n 

blessings:

"
ברוך אתה ה

 '
אלוקינו מלך העולם אוזר ישראל 

בגבורה
"

One of the interpretations is that God 
gave the people of Israel the m

easure 
of divine heroism

.
Rabbi Kook explains about this blessing: 
The young people of Israel m

ust be 
trained for the w

ar because by their 
physical fitness and courage they 
strengthen the m

easure of bravery and 
resilience in the people of Israel, sim

ilar 
to the soldiers of King David w

ho added 
strength and bravery to the people of 
Israel through their courage.

68

notes:

W
hat is heroism

?
W

ho is a hero?
Nam

es of heroes

H
eroism

57
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The injury, w
hich w

as 
defined as m

oderate, w
as 

very frightening because 
som

e of the fragm
ents w

ere 
also in the neck. H

e feared 
that an incorrect m

ovem
ent 

of the head or of a fragm
ent 

could lead to the cutting of 
the aorta and death.

Fourth day of the w
ar - the battles are very difficult. Joining 

the organizing force straight from
 N

epal, from
 H

oneym
oon, 

Lt. C
ol. Yossi B

en-H
anan. H

e receives the com
m

and as 
battalion com

m
ander. Yossi is a good friend of Shm

ulik and 
orders him

 to return to the hospital. Shm
ulik is not going 

back to the hospital.
 Together w

ith Yossi, they join the fighting in the battle in 
the B

acha valley at its m
ost critical m

om
ent.

This w
as the m

om
ent in the battle w

hen the force of Lt. C
ol. 

Avigdor K
ahalani rem

ained in his position w
ithout 

am
m

unition.
H

e already w
anted to w

ithdraw
 his forces. B

ut Yanush, his 
com

m
ander, assum

es a huge hum
an and historical 

responsibility. "H
old your positions for another 5 m

inutes“
Indeed, history: at the end of the 5 m

inutes, the 11-tank 
force of Yossi B

en-H
anan and Shm

ulik A
skarov arrives, 

intervenes betw
een K

ehlani's tanks at the front of the battle 
and on the Syrian flank, a m

ove that surprises the Syrians, 
unsettles them

 and throw
s them

 off balance.
This fateful stage lasted 5 hours. A

lm
ost touching each 

other, the tanks of Shm
ulik and his good friend Yossi B

en-
H

anan are fighting. 
5 hours until our observation of the rear of the Syrian force 
reports: "The Syrians are retreating!" The decisive battle 
w

as decided. The north w
as saved.

1315

notes:

Two days later, on the third day of fighting, 
Askarov escaped from

 the hospital together 
with Yosef Eldar and returned to his 
battalion at the front while still wounded 
and bandaged
At this stage, the battles in the south and 
center of the G

olan H
eights were very 

difficult and the Syrian arm
y occupied a 

large part of the south of the height and 
reached the N

afah cam
p. 

Before he left, he was m
et by the head of the 

N
orthern C

om
m

and, U
ri Bar-O

n, and was 
ordered to return to the hospital.
Askarov answered him

 - I am
 now the 

com
m

ander of the Barak Brigade and I give 
orders here.

A
t the clim

ax of this battle, w
hich w

as 
the turning point of the w

ar in the north, 
Shm

ulik A
skarov, w

ho w
as still 

w
ounded, received a second and fatal 

w
ound: a bullet from

 an assault rifle or 
m

edium
 m

achine gun pierced his head, 
just above his left eye- brow

 and exited 
the back of his head and through his 
helm

et. It w
as reported that Shm

ulik w
as 

killed. H
e w

as evacuated to the 
em

ergency room
 and laid betw

een the 
dead soldiers. H

is m
oving leg startled 

the m
edic w

ho called a helicopter to take 
him

 to the hospital. D
uring the 

evacuation by helicopter he died and 
w

as revived by the m
edic. This is how

 
he w

as held, fighting for his life, until he 
arrived at the R

am
bam

 H
ospital in 

H
aifa, w

here he w
as operated on , and 

basically reborn. Since then, he m
arks to 

him
self the date O

ctober 9, 1973, 13 
Tishrei Tashpad, in the B

attle of the 
B

acha Valley, as the date of death and 
rebirth.

1416
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m

m
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m
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m
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t w
as

 ru
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ou
t.
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Benjam
in Ze'ev Herzl:

"W
hat is the flag? It is nothing but a pole and a rag of cloth stuck to it.

No, sir, a flag is m
ore than that. “

"W
ith the flag you lead the people to the place you w

ant,

Even to the Land of the Chosen".

"For that flag they w
ill live and die, only for it alone they w

ill give 
their souls, if they are educated for it".

T
he sym

bolism
 of surrendering w

ith the Torah book:
The

Torah is a distinct sym
bol of the Jew

ish people
W

alking w
ith it into captivity, sym

bolizes that even 
w

hen the situation is dire, G
od is w

ith us

2224

notes:

37 of the outpost's fighters w
ere 

captured by the Egyptians. 
The 

surrender w
as recorded on global 

television 
netw

orks. 
The 

im
age 

that burned the m
ost in the Israeli 

public w
as of one of the outpost's 

soldiers, H
illel O

nsdorfer, carrying 
the outpost's Torah book on the 
w

ay to captivity.
The late H

illel O
nsdorfer w

as a 
N

ahal soldier w
ho fought in the 

Yom
 Kippur W

ar at the dock post 
and w

as captured w
ith the Torah 

scroll in his hands.
The 

dock 
soldiers 

w
ere 

in 
Egyptian captivity 

for 
about 

five 
w

eeks and w
ere returned to Israel 

as part of a prisoner exchange.

H
ow

 do you feel about this photo?

2123
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Pr
ay

er
 fo

r 
th

e 
pe

ac
e 

of
 th

e 
so

ld
ie

rs
 o

f t
he

 
ID

F 
an

d 
th

e 
se

cu
ri

ty
 

fo
rc

es
ינוּ

וֹתֵּ
אֲב

ךְ 
בֵּרַ

שֶׁ
מִי 

קֹב
יעֲַ

ק וְ
צְחָ

ם יִ
רָהָ

אַבְ
,

אֵּל
שְרָ

לְיִ
ה 

גַנָ
הַהֲ

א 
צְבָ

לֵּי 
חַיָ

ת 
 אֶׁ

ךְ
בָרֵּ

א יְ
הוּ

חוֹן
בִטָ

 הַ
וֹת

כֹח
י 

שֵּ
אַנְ

וְ
,

י 
עָרֵּ

וּ וְ
צֵּנ

אַרְ
ר 

שְמַ
 מִ

עַל
ם 

דִי
וֹמְ

הָע
ינו

וק
אֱלֹ

,
יִם

צְרַ
 מִ

בַר
מִדְ

ד 
וְעַ

וֹן 
בָנ

הַלְ
ל 

בוּ
מִגְ

, בָה
עֲרָ

 הָ
וֹא

לְב
ד 

 עַ
וֹל

גָד
 הַ

יָם
 הַ

מִן
וּ [

ם
הֵּ

שֶׁ
ם 

קוֹ
 מָ

כָל
וּבְ

],
ה 

שָ
יַבָ

בַ
יר

אֲוִ
בָ

יָם
וּבַ

.
תֵּן

יִ
' ה

ינוּ
עָלֵּ

ם 
מִי

הַקָ
נוּ 

בֵּי
אוֹיְ

ת 
אֶׁ

ם
יהֶׁ

פְנֵּ
 לִ

ים
גָפִ

נִ
!

ינוּ
יָלֵּ

 חַ
ת

 אֶׁ
יל

יצִַ
ר וְ

שְמֹ
א יִ

הוּ
ךְ 

רוּ
 בָ

ש
דוֹ

הַקָ כׇּל
מִ

קָה
צוּ

ה וְ
צָרָ

,
כׇּל

וּמִ
לָה

מַחֲ
ע וּ

נֶׁגַ
,

ם
יהֶׁ

יְדֵּ
ה 

שֵּ
מַעֲ

ל 
בְכָ

ה 
לָחָ

הַצְ
ה וְ

רָכָ
 בְ

לַח
שְ

וְיִ
.

ם
יהֶׁ

חְתֵּ
 תַ

ינוּ
נְאֵּ

שוֹ
ר 

דְבֵּ
יַ

,
ת 

רֶׁ
עֲטֶׁ

וּבַ
ה 

וּעָ
ש

ר יְ
תֶׁ
בְכֶׁ

ם 
טְרֵּ

יעַ
וִ

חוֹן
נִצָ

.
וּב

כָת
 הַ

ם
בָהֶׁ

ם 
קֻיַ

וִי
:

"
כִי

'ה
כֶׁם

הֵּי
אֱלֹ

כֶׁם
עִמָ

ךְ 
הֹלֵּ

הַ
,

ם
לָחֵּ

לְהִ
כם

את
ע 

שי
הו

ם ל
יכ

יב
אֹו

ם 
 עִ

כֶׁם
לָ

  "
מן

 א
מר

נא
ו
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va
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 a 
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•
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Th
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ro
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lif
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nd
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